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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 3028 
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SUBJECT: NETHERLANDS PROPOSAL ON POSSIBILITIES OF SPECIAL- 
IZATION IN THE CENTRAL REGION 

t, NETHERLANDS AMBASSADOR SPIERENBURG CALLED A MEETING OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF NATO NATIONS WITH TROOPS IN CENTRAL 
REGIONMREGION JUNE 22 TO PRESENT PROPOSAL WHICH HE INTENDS 
TO SUBMIT TO DPC DURING FIRST WEEK OF JULY. PRESENT 
AT MEETING WERE REPRESENTATIVES OF BELGIUM. CANADA. THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, LUXEMBOURG, UK, AND US. 

2. THE PAPER WHICH SPIERENBURG PRESENTED OFFERS HIS GOVERN- 
MENTS PROPOSAL FOR FOLLOW- UP ACTION ON PARA 1 1 OF DPC MINIS- 
TERIAL COMMUNIQUE, JUNE 7, 1973, WHICH CALLS FOR " A STUDY OF 
THE POSSIBILITIES OF SPECIALIZATION IN THE CENTRAL REGION BY 
INTERESTED COUNTRIES.” THE COMMUNIQUE INVITED THE DPC IN 
PERMANENT SESSION TO INITIATE SUCH A STUDY AND SUBMIT RECOMM- 
ENDATIONS TO DEFENSE MINISTERS IN DECEMBER 1973. 

3. THE TEXT OF THE PAPER WHICH THE DUTCH WILL SUBMIT TO THE 
DPC IN EARLY JULY FOLLOWS: 
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BEGIN TEXT 

STUDY OF THE POSSIBILITIES OF SPECIALIZATION IN THE CENTRAL 
REGION 
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BACKGROUND 

IN THE DPC. IN MINISTERIAL SESSION ON 7 TH JUNE 1973, 

MINISTERS AGREED TO A PROPOSAL BY THE NETHERLANDS MINISTER 
OF DEFENCE THAT A STUDY SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN OF THE 
POSSIBILITIES OF SPECIALIZATION OF DEFENCE TASKS IN THE 
CENTRAL REGION BY INTERESTED COUNTRIES, AND INVITED THE 
DEFENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE IN PERMANENT SESSION 
TO FORMULATE THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR SUCH A STUDY 
WITHOUT DELAY AND TO SUBMIT A REPORT WITH RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THEM AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. 

AIM 

THE SPECIFIC STUDY AGREED UPON BY MINISTERS AIMS AT 
FINDING WAYS AND MEANS FOR A READJUSTMENT OF DEFENCE 
TASKS BETWEEN INTERESTED COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN THE 
DEFENCE OF THE CENTRAL REGION IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE A BETTER 
COST EFFECTIVENESS IN THE USE OF AVAILABLE RESOURCES. 

MACHINERY 

THE STUDY WILL BE PERFORMED UNDER THE GENERAL GUIDANCE OF A 
STEERING COMMITTED, COMPOSED OF THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES OF 
INTERESTED COUNTRIES OF THE CENTRAL REGION, ADVISED BY THE 
NATO MILITARY AUTHORITIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF. 

THE MEETINGS OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE WILL BE CHAIRED ON A 
ROTATING BASIS. 

UNDER THE GENERAL GUIDANCE OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE THE WORK 
WILL BE ENTRUSTED TO AN EXECUTIVE WORKING GROUP. THIS 
WORKING GROUP MAY ESTABLISH OPEN ENDED SUBGROUPS AS 
APPROPRIATE. THE EXECUTIVE WORKING GROUP WILL CONSIST 
OF SENIOR OFFICIALS AND OFFICERS FROM INTERESTED COUNTRIES 
AND BE ASSISTED BY ADVISORS FROM NATO MILITARY AUTHORITIES 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF. 
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THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE WORKING MEETINGS COULD BE ARRANGED 
ON A PRAGMATIC BASIS. 

THE WORKING GROUP WILL KEEP THE STEERING COMMITTEE REGULARLY 
INFORMED ABOUT THE PROGRESS OF THEIR ACTIVITIES. 

THE WORKING GROUP WILL NORMALLY MEET AT NATO HEADQUARTERS 
BRUSSELS. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

THE STUDY SHOULD PROCEED FROM THE BASIS OF CURRENT NATO 
STRATEGY AND THE MAINTENANCE OF THE AGGREGATE OF DEFENCE 
TASKS AND CAPABILITIES OF THE FORCES UNDER REVIEW. 
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THE STUDY SHOULD EXAMINE PRACTICAL POSSIBILITIES FOR 
TRADE- OFF ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN COUNTRIES CONCERNING 
SPECIFIC TASKS OF THEIR FORCES. 

IN THE INITIAL STAGES THE STUDY SHOULD BE CONCENTRATED ON THE 
POSSIBILITIES THAT PROMISE EARLY IMPLEMENTATION. 

THE STUDY DOES NOT DEAL WITH THE FIELDS OF RESEARCH, 
DEVELOPMENT AND PRODUCTION. ITS FIRST INTEREST CONCENS 
TASKS IN THE 

FIELD OF OPERATIONS, WHILE OPERATIONAL LOGISTICS AND TRAINING 
COULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED. 

UNDER PREVAILING CIRCUMSTANCES IT SEEMS NOT TO BE FEASIBLE TO 
CONTEMPLATE A DIVISION OF TASKS IN THE SENSE OF TRADING- OFF 
COMPLETE SERVICES. 

THE WHOLE APPROACH OF THE STUDY SHOULD BE AS FLEXIBLE AND 
PRAGMATIC AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO ENSURE EARLY RESULTS. 

TIMING 

THE STEERING COMMITTEE WILL ENSURE THAT A REPORT WTXTH 
RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE DPC IN PERMANENT 
SESSION IN TIME FOR CONSIDERATION BY MINISTERS AT THEIR 
MEETING IN DECEMBER 1973. 
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END TEXT 

4. SPIERENBURG EXPLAINED THAT HE WANTED TO CONSULT 

WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONCERNED POWERS TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER ANY OBJECTION MIGHT BE ANTICIPATED BEFORE HE SUBMITTED 
THIS PAPER TO THE DPC. NON ONE PRESENT RAISED AN OBJECTION. 
SEVERAL ( INCLUDING US REPRESENTATIVE) INDICATED THEY 
WOLD SEEK GUIDANCE FROM NATIONAL CAPITALS. 

5. REQUEST WASHINGTON REACTION TO THIS PAPER. TO USNATO 
MISSION IT SEEMS UNOBJECTIONABLE, ALTHOUGH THE TERMS 

OF REFERENCE PERHAPS NEED TO BE DELINEATED MORE SHARPLY. 

WE SHALL ENDEAVOR TO OFFER 

SUGGESTIONS TO ACCOMPLISH THIS IN SUBSEQUENT MESSAGE. 

RUMSFELD 
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